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WRI’s Natural Infrastructure for Water Program

Objective:

Build a global movement to make investing in forests and
ecosystems for water standard practice among governments
and businesses alike.
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Real Dollars!!!

Developing countries: By 2020, US$1.8-2.3 Trillion annual
investment in infrastructure up to 1/3' expected to go to water.*

OECD countries: USS400-600 Billion each year for water
infrastructure.**

Direct a portion for natural infrastructure =
Big uptick for ecosystems and resilient cities

Source: *Hutton, 2012 - Global Costs and benefits of drinking water supply and sanitation
interventions to reach MDG target and universal coverage; Q .
*OECD, Infrastructure to 2030: Mapping Policy for Electricity, Water and Transport World Resources Institute



Summary financials of green vs. gray infrastructure
approaches for securing clean drinking water (Portland, ME)

Present value of investments over 20 years, USD millions
Most optimistic scenario

Gray infrastructure upgrade

(membrane filtration) $155 M

71% savings

Green mfrastructure $44 M
investments

Source: Talberth, J. et al. 2012. Insights from the Field: Forests for Water. Washington, DC:
World Resources Institute * World Resources Institute



Detailed financials of green vs. gray infrastructure
approaches for securing clean drinking water (Portland, ME)

Present value of investments over 20 years, USD millions
Most Optimistic Scenario

s si2m  PAM s2m
16 M

S15 N_I ________

200 f{ﬂ?}s ’5{)00 et St o :

@5@ o se;\l e“‘s 03\@ 8 O 29 Total Savings Membrane

S ’b(-\gﬁ (,o*‘%se(@ \)Qg'a e@i&\ green filtration
N\ ¢ © (gray)
9,400 370 13,220 44 4,700
acres acres acres units acres

Source: Talberth, J. et al. 2012. Insights from the Field: Forests for Water. Washington, *
DC: World Resources Institute World Resources Institute



Green vs. gray infrastructure approaches for addressing catastrophic
fire risk & securing clean drinking water (Northern Front Range, CO)

Present value of investments over 20 years, USD millions
Preliminary Baseline Scenario (DRAFT)

Source: Talberth, J. et al. 2013. World Resources Institute
Q World Resources I nstitute






Sharing lessons learned
Policy frameworks
Incentives

Guidance/Roadmaps
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