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What’s new in Doing Business
2009?

 New “About DB”
chapter

 Trends analysis DB04-
DB09
Most popular reforms
Most effective reforms
Lessons learned

 Add 3 new countries
(Bahamas, Bahrain,
Qatar)

 Methodology change
in Getting Credit
(Legal Rights)

 Update of 2007

 Add 3 countries

 Reformer’s Club:

 16 case studies

 Starting a business

 Dealing with
construction permits

 Employing workers

 Registering property

 Getting credit

 Protecting investors

 Paying taxes

 Trading across
borders

 Enforcing contracts

 Closing a business

200920082007
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Starting a business in Mauritius: only 5 procedures which take 6
days and cost 5% of income per capita
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2009

30. Israel15. Georgia

29. Latvia14. Finland

28. Lithuania13. Thailand

27. Austria12. Japan

26. Netherlands11. Iceland

25. Germany10. Norway

24. Mauritius9. Australia

23. Korea8. Canada

22. Estonia7. Ireland

21. Switzerland6. United Kingdom

20. Malaysia5. Denmark

19. Belgium4. Hong Kong, China

18. Bahrain3. United States

17. Sweden2. New Zealand

16. Saudi Arabia1. Singapore
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  239 reforms in 113 countries. Highest recorded
in 6 years of Doing Business

 Eastern Europe and Central Asia – 62 reforms in
23 of the 25 countries, 25% of the total recorded
worldwide. Fastest reforming region.
 4 of top 10 reformers from Eastern Europe and Central Asia

 Africa – 28 of 46 countries completing 58
reforms, highest rate of reform recorded in the
region.
 3 of top 10 reformers from Africa

 1000 reforms recorded over past 6 reports, 174
informed by Doing Business
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93%

63% 63%
61%

50% 50% 50%

E. Europe &

Central Asia

East Asia &

Pacific

Middle East &

N. Africa

Sub-Saharan

Africa

Latin America

& Caribbean

OECD South Asia

Countries with at least one positive reform in 2007/2008 (%)
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Africa: More reform than ever
before
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Insights by indicator
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and less costly
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Singapore
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Time and cost reduced..
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rights, better credit information
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shows that ….

 Lower barriers to start-up are
associated with a smaller informal
sector.

 Lower costs of entry can encourage
entrepreneurship and reduce
corruption.

 Simpler start-up can translate into
greater employment opportunities.
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80 Completed Reforms
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94 Ongoing Reforms
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24

Click to edit Master title styleLAC – specific findings



25

Click to edit Master title styleLAC performance - Ranking on ease of Doing
Business



26

Click to edit Master title styleLatin America performance – Ranking on ease of
Doing Business

Japan

Hong Kong, China

Singapore

Maldives

New Zealand

Malaysia

Saudi Arabia

United States

St. Vincent & the Grenadines

New Zealand

World’s top ranked

Mexico (23)

Puerto Rico (28)

Argentina (45)

El Salvador (53)

Panama (8)

Chile (53)

Chile (41)

Ecuador (69)

Puerto Rico (15)

Peru (18)

Peru (12)

Puerto Rico (12)

Guatemala (27)
Chile (39)

Puerto Rico (39)

Nicaragua (66)

Mexico (33)

Colombia (54)

Puerto Rico (9)

Panama (32)

Latin America’s top rankedTopic

Enforcing contracts

Closing a business

Trading across borders

Paying taxes

Protecting investors

Getting credit

Registering property

Employing workers

Dealing with licenses

Starting a business
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reform in Latin America
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Colombia: Global and Regional Top
Reformer

 Reduced the time and cost to start a business by simplifying registration
formalities, including speeding up processes at the registry and eliminating the
need to obtain a certificate of compliance with zoning regulations.

 A silence-is-consent principle for building permits is now applied, reducing
the total time for dealing with construction permits by 32 days. A new unified
application form was introduced.

 Colombia made electronic tax payments mandatory for companies with
more than 30 employees and created unified electronic forms for filing taxes.

 Trading across borders was expedited: better banking services and the
implementation of e-payments, electronic data interchange, and coordinated
inspections in customs reduced the time to export by 10 days and the time to
import by five.

 Authorities also introduced two new insolvency proceedings: a
reorganization procedure to restructure insolvent companies and a mandatory
liquidation procedure. Its new insolvency law tightens time limits for negotiating
reorganization agreements. Before, the term allowed was six months, with a
possible extension of eight months. The new law limits the term to four months,
and the extension to two.
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Top Reformer

 An online system for filing and paying taxes, piloted in 2006, is now
fully operational.

 Entrepreneurs can complete several start-up formalities online,
including name verification, and commercial and tax registration.

 Reduced the corporate income tax rate from 29% to 25%, and
abolished several taxes, including the stamp duty.

 The cost of property registration fell, thanks to a reduction in the
transfer tax from 4.3% to 3%. Transferring property now costs 3.8% of
the property value, down from 5.1%.

 Authorities reduced the time to export by three days by improving the
online portal for customs documentation and payment.
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Days to export in Colombia before  and after reform

= before

= after
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El Salvador

 Implemented a new commercial code that simplified business start-up.
The number of procedures was reduced by 1, the total number of days
decreased from 26 to 17 days and finally the costs was reduced from
1857 to 1367 dollars.

 Modernized the customs system, reducing physical inspections. The
continued benefits from the single window reduced the time to export
by seven days and the time to import by seven days and time to export
by eight.

Honduras
 Introduced electronic filing, Reduction of compliance time by 260

hours.
 It also made it easier to import. Import documentation has dropped by

1 document.

Mexico

 Abolished the asset tax (IMPAC) and the possible eventual
amalgamation of income tax applicable to corporations and individuals
with business activities, reducing the total tax rate by 0.8%.

 Amendments to its bankruptcy law to make reorganization more
accessible, which is expected to speed the process.
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Argentina

 Reduced the severance payment for a worker with 20 years of seniority from 30
months to 20.

Brazil

 Updated their manifest reporting system reducing time to import by four days and
the documentation has dropped by 1 document.

Costa Rica

 Reduced time to start a business, by reducing the time to register for the tax by 1 day
and to legalize the books by 16 days.

Ecuador

 Streamlined the trade process reducing the number of documents required for import
and export. The changes reduced the time to export by two days and the time to
import by 15.
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Panama

 Introduced an online system for company creation, reducing the
time required by 6 days.

Uruguay

 Eliminated the minimum capital requirement, making it easier to
start a business.

 A new tax law abolished COFIS (a 3% sales tax) and reduced the
value-added tax from 23% to 22%.

 In trade, Uruguay implemented electronic data interchange and
improved its banking system, reducing the time to export by five
days and the time to import by a day.

Guatemala

 Enacted a new secured transactions law (Ley de Garantías
Mobiliarias), creating new forms of pledges over movable assets and
a registry for the pledges. Under the new law, accounts receivable
and inventory may be described in general terms when used as
collateral and parties may agree to out-of-court enforcement of the
security right at the time the security interest is created.
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LAC is picking up the pace
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licensing processes
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