
A country  
moving 
forward ..!

From believing in 
us to creating 
with us!



Hace 15 años…!

Colombia was declared a failed state. 
!

80% of the world  kidnappings. 
!

55% of the terrorist acts .!
!
-4.1% decrease of the GDP 

!
18% unemployment!
!

4 million people left the country !

  15 years ego....!



  Today…!



  Colombia in the tech and culture hot spot...!



  Colombia in the tech and culture hot spot...!



  GLOBAL INNOVATION INDEX 2013!

Among 142 world 
economies, Colombia has 
the 60 th place in 
innovation and ease of 
doing business, ahead of 
Mexico and Brasil. 
 !



How did we change so much ?!



  The drivers of change 2002 - 2010!

1- Security became top priority!
!
2- Private investment welcome!
!
3- Sound and credible macro 
economic management. 
 !



!
1. Agriculture  

!
2. Mining, Oil and Gas  

!
3. Housing 

!
4. Infrastructure!
!
5. Innovation!
!
6. Open economy ( 14 FTA )!

  The drivers of change 2010 - 2014!



New policy: Innovation..!
!
 !

First time ever as a 
driver for the economy!
!

•  10% of the royalty 
money from mining 
and oil!

•   Goal:0.16 % to 
0,64% of GDP in 4 
years  

 

 

!



Government agency in 
charge of the promotion of 
new companies, of hight 

impact and fast grow  !
Started operations in 

February 2012!
!

 !

Innovation!New institutional framework..!

23.000 

Companies 
supported $!

372 

Projects  
supported $!



Government Program 

•   Investment to date : $ US 2 bill. 

•   Components:!
•   Access!
•   Use of the network!
•   Web adoption!
•   Content and IT development.!

Internet!

Poverty!

Connecting Colombia...!



Government Program 

•   Access: !
•   1157 municipalities 

connected !
•   2 mill laptops and 

tablets for P S!
•   Use of the network:!

•   8000 kiosks in poor 
areas!

Results to date...!



Government Program 

•   Adoption:!
•   Digital citizen!
•   Regional ecosystems!

•   Content and IT development!
•   apps.co!
•   Vive Labs!
•   IT architecture for Government 

Results to date...!



Awards...!

Best IT Government Policy in the World 2012!



  VIVE DIGITAL!



 Drivers of Innovation !
at the regional level!



CONNECT!
Bogotá- Región!



We are an NGO organization that connects  people to 
accelerate the use of STI and the development of high impact 

entrepreneurship in Bogota and it's Region!
Companies!

Universities !

City!

Region!

Government!

Innovative Solutions!

Technology!

New markets!

Entrepreneurs!

Research!

What we are...!



Organizations from the 
Academia and the Private 
Sector created CONNECT 
to transform Bogotá and 
its Region, base on  three 
drivers for  development:  

 
!

Technology!

Innovation!

50 !

Science!

 
 
!

Our mission...!



Regional 
Vision 

A compass for the Region !

Tech Transfer 
From Lab to market!

Open 
Innovation 

Diversity  of ideas to serve  practical 
solutions!

Springboard 
Mentorship!

Policy 
Deployment and project 

implementation !

Culture 
Leadership, connecting, risk and trust !

Strategic areas...!



Alianzas  
Con:!

•  Network of 40 regions 
around  the world!

•  Strategic alliances!

International network...!



Alianzas  
Con:!

 !

Created  by  the Mayor of Medellín, UNE y EPM 
to promote the development of innovative 
business based on technology, that will increase 
the competitiveness  of the Region.!

Other organizations...!



Social Innovation!
Innovation for Peace!



!
Innovation for Peace!

With IDEO from California, there is a proposal for 
the national government to use Design Thinking 
and other tools to create " a new narrative for 
Colombians"!



An example of Innovation for Pace 

•  Is a way  to  get into the 
heart of the  Colombian 
people.!

 

•  With Pazcicleta, we want to 
put the peace in wheels  !

 

•  This is tangible pedagogic 
tool that has not reverse, y 
friendly with the environment, 
and good for your health!



¡Thanks!!

•  Francisco 
Manrique!

•  fmanrique@mac.com!

creating with us!


